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Blimp: Remote-controlled airship
explores areas that vehicles cannot

Comparing hlimps
FROM PAGE AI

"Normally, this kind of
thing is too expensive to ask for
in a grant," Puleo said. "We put
in a proposal that wasn't suc-
cessful but somebody at the
university l iked it and we
ended up finding a donor."

Weighing in at about 10
pounds, the helium-filled air-
ship is operated by a remote-
control system similar to what
is used to fly model airplanes.
The vessel isn't designed to
cany human passengers;
researchers control its move-
ments and the work of attached
cameras and sensors from the
ground.

Storage isn't a problem;

The manned GZ-20A size blimos of Goodvear
are 192 feet long and 59.5 febt high.

The unmanned UD blimp is 60
feet long and about 1 5 feet high.

The News Journal

when the blimp is deflarpd it
glgi,,*"._li1i,":"*lll"'* About the University of Delaware blimp rPreparing the vessel for use ^. . ̂  .- .-. 

- -- -- -t

takes about eigrrt rrours,o#tii3f; Sizs 60 feet lon1l

ffgrffinnffi#
;ffiffiumq,:gmffi
the data collected witt le usea a mile of the pilot rhe News Journal/RoBERT CRArc
by students taking more than Expected uses; UD,s research blimp - which weighs about l0 pounds
50 courses, including 'c-o3$11 Huhdreds. and can be stored in a bag - wasitrriilened T;e;;it.field biol.ogy, geological n.rdnttv it
oceanographv' survevi.lgt^ll- .bil..t f i*.g.s and data about a marsh in southern Delaware, which stu-drologv and microclimal"lgry; ;;;i;i-h;;ffi;io note rand su'face chanses"Every week, someone at : 

'. - -"--:-: -
the univei'sity comes up with a EquipmenE.Interchangeable instrument design enables it to be equipped
new idea or some othei wav to with a variety of irruging devicet such as a laser scanner and visible,
use it.,'O'Neai said. 

- ultraviolet and infr,lred cameras
^ It hp F"1av com-pleted its Gost UD officials vvould not disclose the price, but said similar ones runfirst mission. Researchers used about $300,000
the blimP to collect irr1agos anrl
data about a marsfr in so'riiirffi Gomlarison:-The 0oodyear biilns (Spirit of-eoodygar, Spirit of Innovation
teiawa,re, wtriitr sda;rfi-tffi lll9 Sp'.f,l9llg:1ca).ye-192le.et.long,55 feet in diameter, and 59.5 feet
used to 

'note 
land sriliuc,j high, with 202,740 cubic feet of helium and a gross weight of 12,840

changes. Pounos.
Flying the blimp can be "a

little scary," Puleo said. The
vessel is typically about a half- company that btrilt the vessel. mental effects of methane emit-
mile away from the pilot - in The blimp itself carries the ted from landfills and other
addition to being 1,000 feet up initials ofledbe'tter's grandfa- sources.
in the air. ther, Delaware rLative Thomas "The blimp is beautifirlly de"

"You have to be completely Tustin Cloward. signed for such a task," said
fixated" to note tJre nuances of "It's thrilling ibr me to know O'Neal, who said airships such
the vessel's position and that of that so many different people as UD's cost about $300,000.
the various instruments at- are involved," srlid Ledbetter, University officials would
tached to it, Puleo said. who christened the blimp with not reveal the cost of this par-

The blimp has special con- a bottle of nonalcoholic ticular blimp or the amourit of
nections to donor Rachel Jew- sparkling wine at its official Ledbetter's donation.
ett Ledbetter, a member of [JD's dedication Thesday. "It can go where we can't get
class of 1944. Her husband was For an upcoming project, a vehicle," O'Neal said.
a Texan qpd*th"g couple lived at the researchers will use the contactRnchetK4at3242iS6
one time in Dallas, home to the blimp to look at the environ- orrkipp@detwaionline.com.


