Why We Should Teach AP Human Geography
Kristen Taggart, Wm. Penn High School


Advanced Placement courses are college level courses offered to high school students.  The College Board administers AP exams in 37 subjects, one of the newest being AP Human Geography.  If a student earns a passing score (3) on the AP exam, (s)he may be eligible to receive college credit in that area.  


You might ask yourself, “Why Human Geography?”  Wm. Penn HS has offered AP Human Geography (APHG) since 2006-07 school year.  Each year I teach this course in an un-blocked semester to mostly sophomores.  The average passing rate for my students is around 70%.  The benefits that I witnessed over the past several years teaching APHG are astounding, with the greatest benefit being that students who enroll in my APHG course tend to perform better in their later AP courses.  This is regardless of their level of success in APHG.  

I attribute this success to the fact that WPHS allows students to gain AP experience at a younger age, allowing the students to focus on only one AP course during their first AP experience.  Prior to implementing APHG, students were exposed to AP courses for the first time in their junior year.  At that time, it was expected that Honors/AP students take two AP courses, AP US History and AP English.  Students who are first exposed to AP with two concurrent courses will often fall behind at the onset and spend the rest of the year playing “catch up.”  

Further, APHG, in my opinion, is also a much more intuitive course.  My standing homework assignment for my students is to watch world news.  Our course addresses issues such as pop culture, religion, languages, ethnicity, and land use.  These are topics that the students are exposed to daily, and are genuinely interested in.  Allowing students to develop into more mature “academics” in a comfortable environment will benefit their academic pursuits, and the schools academic performance.  This can be reflected by the 2008 National Results for APHG.  Of the 39,146 students who took the exam, the average was 2.62.  Sadly, only 22 Delaware students took the test.  Fortunately, their average was 3.09.  
To begin teaching APHG at your school, remind your administrators of the following:

· AP exams administered impacts school rankings

· AP courses promote higher achievement on DSTP exams

· Geography is roughly 25% of the Social Studies DSTP

· APHG also reinforces topics in other social sciences, including but not limited to:

· US History

· Suburbanization

· Segregation

· Civics 

· Gerrymandering

· Types of governments

· Non-governmental Agencies 

· World History

· Agricultural revolution

· Development / Diffusion of religions

So, “Why Human Geography”?  Don’t you want to teach about MTV, Refugees, Famine, Women’s Issues, Levels of Development, Alternative energies, and so much more!!!!
